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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN-SOVIET TRADE TALKS 

REF: CAIRO 4389 

PRESS HAS BEEN VIRTUALLY SILENT ON SUBJECT OF 
VISIT BY SOVIET TRADE DELEGATION SINCE ARRIVAL 
OF DEPMINTRADE GRESHIN (REFTEL), AND WE HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO OBTAIN HARD INFORMATION AS TO HOW TALKS 
ARE PROCEEDING. THIS IS IN PART DUE TO DEPARTURE 
OF U/SEC SHOUKRY EL NAHAL, AN EXCELLENT CONTACT WHO 
SUPERVISED PAST NEGOTIATIONS, AND IN PART THE RESULT 
OF RELATIVE SENSITIVITY OF ISSUE. ADDITIONAL FACTOR 
IS PROBABLY LACK OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS THIS 
EARLY IN NEGOTIATIONS. WHICH ARE EXPECTED TO LAST 
10 - 12 DAYS. 

2.MINTRADE ABDEL FATTAH TOLD ECONCOUN ON MARCH 18 
THAT HE IS QUITE PLEASED WITH OVERALL ATTITUDE OF 
GRESHIN AND HIS TEAM. WITHOUT PROVIDING ANY 
DETAILS. DESPITE GENTLE PRODDING, ABDEL FATTAH 
SAID IT WAS EVIDENT SOVIETS HAD COME IN SPIRIT 
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OF COOPERATION AND ACCOMMODATION. HE HAS 
GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO GOE TEAM TO BE TOUGH BUT 
FLEXIBLE, AND EXPECTS THAT EGYPT'S OBJECTIVES 
WILL BE ACHIEVED. 
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